
Subcultures are related to cyberpunk culture:

Maria states that the subculture and cyberpunk culture 
have a lot in common, both overcoming the barriers of 
the original body. 



Barriers and boundaries are significanrt element that's 
been explored repeatedly in cyberpunk works, and 
they're all about the body, the mind. For example, in the 
animated Cyberpunk: Edgerunners, the main character 
and other modifieds face the risk of developing 
cyberpsychosis due to excessive body modifications. 
Within this worldview, they struggle on the edge of 
sobriety and collapse.

https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=zh-
CN&lr=&id=jIOa_XhDNLMC&oi=fnd&pg=PA1971&dq=cyberpunk+academic+pape
r&ots=SxY2-
KdJeH&sig=OVd2cTyeNV9mu3tRY6IciJSYuqM#v=onepage&q=cyberpunk%20ac
ademic%20paper&f=false

In Gibson’s book Johnny Memonic，there is a 15-year-old who 
had his face altered, had his canine teeth implanted in his mouth, 
and had colorful scars tattooed on his face. Maybe it's a way of 
expressing personality, exercising control over body. However, 
when his mind is immature, it is easy to cause irreversible 
damage to himself.

Maria's assessment of this is a kind of voluntary barbaric 
aesthetics, to express the spirit of rebellion and resistance.

Maria point out a deeper spiritual aspect of 
cyborg: impurity and excessive purity

Frankenstein - impure



Schismatrix Plus(1996) - Bruce Sterling: The Body 
Modification of the prostitute

Power and capital modify the body only to 
commercialize people for entertainment, and this 
excessive purity of the body is a mockery of the 
institutional and spiritual degradation. It reflects 
the disempowerment of ordinary people


Terrence Whalen also comments on this in 
The Future of a Commodity: Notes Toward 
a Critique of Cyberpunk and the 
Information Age, stating that this is an era 
in which humans are turned into 
commodities.
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In Neuromancer, the author mentions body 
modification as a form of empowerment, 
creating self (female characters), and 
retrieving self (male characters).


