
Background：



Dani Cavallaro indicate that cyberpunk originated in ancient myths and 
fantasies:



He believes that there are many characters in mythology whose bodies 
are made up of different elements and possess the ability to transform, 
which leads to a desire for physical change, tribal sacrific culture, 
religion, vampires and werewolves. 



Cross-racial body modification carries the desire to change the structure 
of the body and encourages people to break the limitations of the body.

Cescartes dualism 


Whether the body is the subject or the object, whether we can judge 
the difference between human and bionic life from the body structure



How to define human nature 


What makes us unique is our memories or our voluntary responses to 
the outside world

Method 1: Speech test



Method 2: Structure drives machinery to respond to situations, and the 
difference between human and machinery is that the mind drives the 
body, rather than assembling organ modules in advance to respond to 
the task. 

Just like the tonsils, wisdom teeth do not play a critical role in general 
situation, and do not participate in the processing of events, while all 
mechanical settings are optimized or tracable.

Philip K. Dick, author of the famous novel "Do Androids Dream of 
Electric Sheep", asks that if memories can be implanted, is it still 
memories that make people unique?

In Blade Runner movies, the protagonist as an android and 
implanted memories that do not belong to him, but under the 
guidance of the plot, he actually thinks that he may be a real 
person.

Blade Runner

Westworld

primary sources:

Source of the article:

Maria pointed out that the meaning of people is shaped by their own 
behaviors, attitudes and choices based on the current concepts and 
environment, and she emphasized the circular triad. This theory seems to 
advocate individual choices and experience to shape individual behavior 
patterns.



Behavior, habit. Attitude (circular triad):

Behavior repetition leads to habits, and habits turn to attitudes




The difference between cyborg and human

Body and Mind

McCarron also argues that in the cyberpunk 
world, humans are superior to machines and 
in a better position. Because maybe a 
mechanical or bionic man might have a mind, 
but a man is the mind itself.

McCarron argues that Cardier's 
theory demonstrates the 
superiority of man over machine.

The hostility of technology to the 
body in cyberpunk's work shows 
the importance of man as a 
"person", thinking and empathy. 



The author believes that although 
cyberpunk's works rely on 
technology in the world view, the 
core is to warn people against the 
integration of people and 
technology

Maria mentioned that the concept of life has been 
reshaped, and the modification and creation of life is 
no longer natural, but artificial. 



This way of shaping life through science and 
technology has reshaped the concept of life, and 
people are excited, anxious and afraid of the power 
beyond nature and human relations.

JENNY TURNER also point out the correlation between 
cyborg and post humanists in Travels in cyber-reality 
(page 6). 



She mentioned that medical technology has replaced 
some human organs and joints. Human beings are not 
pure natural life bodies. Human boundaries like 
apperance and gender can be reshaped through 
surgery and technology.

Subcultures are related to cyberpunk culture:

Maria states that the subculture and cyberpunk culture 
have a lot in common, both overcoming the barriers of 
the original body. 



Barriers and boundaries are significanrt element that's 
been explored repeatedly in cyberpunk works, and 
they're all about the body, the mind. For example, in the 
animated Cyberpunk: Edgerunners, the main character 
and other modifieds face the risk of developing 
cyberpsychosis due to excessive body modifications. 
Within this worldview, they struggle on the edge of 
sobriety and collapse.

https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=zh-
CN&lr=&id=jIOa_XhDNLMC&oi=fnd&pg=PA1971&dq=cyberpunk+academic+pape
r&ots=SxY2-
KdJeH&sig=OVd2cTyeNV9mu3tRY6IciJSYuqM#v=onepage&q=cyberpunk%20ac
ademic%20paper&f=false

In Gibson’s book Johnny Memonic，there is a 15-year-old who 
had his face altered, had his canine teeth implanted in his mouth, 
and had colorful scars tattooed on his face. Maybe it's a way of 
expressing personality, exercising control over body. However, 
when his mind is immature, it is easy to cause irreversible 
damage to himself.

Maria's assessment of this is a kind of voluntary barbaric 
aesthetics, to express the spirit of rebellion and resistance.

Maria point out a deeper spiritual aspect of 
cyborg: impurity and excessive purity

Frankenstein - impure



Schismatrix Plus(1996) - Bruce Sterling: The Body 
Modification of the prostitute

Power and capital modify the body only to 
commercialize people for entertainment, and this 
excessive purity of the body is a mockery of the 
institutional and spiritual degradation. It reflects 
the disempowerment of ordinary people


Terrence Whalen also comments on this in 
The Future of a Commodity: Notes Toward 
a Critique of Cyberpunk and the 
Information Age, stating that this is an era 
in which humans are turned into 
commodities.

However, in the TV series "Westworld", the androids will judge and react to 
various situations based on the program, for example, there is a scene where 
the maintenance man tells Maeve that she is an androids, at first Maeve does 
not believe it, and then the maintenance man takes the tablet and uses the 
code to calculate all the words Maeve will say, and when he and Maeve say 
the same words at the same time, Maeve is shocked.



There is also a scene in which the main character Dolores and Teddy try to 
escape from the park, and when they escape to the beach, all the audience 
think that they really become self-conscious. The engineer suddenly turned on 
the light to stop their actions, so I think the Behavior, habit. Attitude (circular 
triad) is not the meaning of human mind, because the behavior habits and 
attitudes can be trained through the iteration of data and code, just as the 
current AI has a rich training library to train their behavior habits and attitudes 
as well as the ability to cope with the environment and accumulate 
experience.



I think the uniqueness of human mind lies in randomness and subjectivity. The 
randomness of people with creativity and unpredictability. Under the same 
conditions, the same person may make different choices, although their own 
conditions, habits and experience will affect the probability, but the 
observation result will not be unique, and androids or AI although there is a 
certain randomness, for example, the protagonist in Westworld, her movement 
trajectory in the park may change with a small probability, but this is all 
programmed. It's not his subjective control, but I think she was able to solve 
the maze because the designer left a back door. Therefore, I believe that 
human mind is superior to mechanical thinking, because the uncertainty of 
thinking allows people to react to the outside world independently. The mind is 
outside the framework of data manufacturing.

Will the Mind be affected by the body?



According to Maria Goicoechea, the cyborg symbolizes 
the corrupt of human beings, and the spirit will be 
affected by the body, because the transformation of 
the body by technology will cause the spirit to be 
banished or controlled by a larger neural network. 



She believes that cyborgs or pure robots are the 
products of posthumans, because the changes in the 
body have broken through the limitations of the 
original body and the body has been colonized by 
technology.

Body revolution

empowerment

disempowerment

Body colonization

Projecting self (subculture) 


The savage aesthetics of voluntarism 


Break the body barrier

Projecting self (subculture)

The savage aesthetics of voluntarism

Break the body barrier

Commodification of the body, capital 


Irreversible transformation

In Neuromancer, the author mentions body 
modification as a form of empowerment, 
creating self (female characters), and 
retrieving self (male characters).


